the distribution of this species from Bhutan Himalaya, Khasi Mountains, Tennasserim, Ceylon and Hong Kong. Jayaweera (1981) , gives its distribution from the Himalayan region, Khasia Hills and Sikkim in India and from Burma and China. Rao (1996) reported this as new record for Arunachal Pradesh. Recent compilation of orchids of Eastern Ghats by Reddy et al. (2005) report the occurrence of this species form Mayurbhanj District of Orissa. Saldanha (Saldanha & Nicolson 1976) reported this species from Hassan District, Karnataka and it forms the first report to southern India. The species has been reported from Andaman Islands and Banasuranmala in Wayanad District of Kerala (Rao 1982; Kumar & Manilal 1994 , 2004 . Recent compilation on orchids of Karnataka by Rao & Sridhar (2007) Pendulous epiphytes, roots long, vermiform. Stems non-pseudobulbous, leafy, 5-35 cm long; internodes 0.5-2 cm long, surrounded by persistent leaf sheaths. Leaves sessile, twisted, falcate or linear-oblong, 8-12 cm long, ca. 2cm wide, apex acute or sometimes unequally 2-lobed; sheath tubular, oblique at mouth. Racemes 5-8 cm long, zigzag, leaf-opposed, bracts scale-like, 2mm long. Flowers 3-5, pale yellow, ca. 1.5cm in diam. Sepals oblong or oblong-oblanceolate, 7-9 mm long, 3-4 mm wide, obtuse or rounded at apex. Petals linear-oblong, 8mm long, 2-3 mm wide, rounded at apex, 5-veined. Lip white or pale yellow, sometimes with yellowish or brownish stripes or hues, semi-cymbiform with a process at the extremity ending in two setiform forks. Anther terminal, 2-loculed, Habit and habitat: Growing on branches of small trees overhanging in thicket (disturbed by frequent cutting of the plant into bushes for manure dominated by Memcylon and Hopea species) and semi-evergreen forests.
In the present investigation, we found that this species grows predominantly on Memecylon umbellatum trees in semi-evergreen forests and thickets in Sringeri Taluk. The leaves of this species have resemblance to the leaves of Pothas scandens. The fast disappearing thickets in Malnad region poses serious threat to its existence and sustainability in the region. It needs immediate attention for conserving this rare species.
